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CPL Jerry Clark Burkhead, USMC, was 

posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, 
Presidential Unit Citation (January 20, 1968 to 
April 1, 1968), National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with Tet Coun-
teroffensive Campaign Bronze Battle Star 
(January 30, 1968 to April 1, 1968), and the 
Vietnam Campaign Medal for his efforts and 
sacrifice during the Battle for Hill 64. 

Jerry: we miss you every day, love you 
every second, and mourn your passing while 
bravely and selflessly defending the freedom 
of people everywhere and these United States 
of America while so young and strong in life. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. JACK 
REED, SR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the life of one of Mis-
sissippi’s most dedicated citizens, Mr. Jack 
Reed, Sr. Albert Einstein said, ‘‘What is right 
is not always popular and what is popular is 
not always right.’’ This quote comes to mind 
when I reflect on the phenomenal life’s work of 
Jack Reed. Even if it was not popular at the 
time, he always strived to support policies that 
he believed would improve the state. A dy-
namic figure, he was a successful business 
leader and devoted himself to economic devel-
opment and community service. 

After serving in World War II and graduating 
from Vanderbilt University and New York Uni-
versity, Mr. Reed returned home to Tupelo to 
work for the family business, Reed’s retail 
store. In this role, he grew the family legacy 
and successfully expanded the business to 
other regions in the state. As the first Chair-
man of the State Board of Education, he was 
instrumental in education reform and was an 
advocate and powerful voice for desegregation 
in the South. His accomplishments and leader-
ship roles are both impressive and far-reach-
ing. He chaired the Yocona Area Council of 
Boy Scouts of America and was a founder and 
long-serving Board of Directors member of 
LIFT, Mississippi’s first community action 
agency. He served as president and was a 
member of the Executive Committee of both 
the Community Development Foundation and 
CREATE, Inc. His reach and influence in com-
munity projects and initiatives was truly re-
markable and these only serve as a few ex-
amples of his exemplary commitment to mak-
ing Mississippi a better place to live and raise 
a family. 

Most importantly, Mr. Reed was a man of 
family and faith. In 1950, he married Frances 
Camille Purvis and together they have four 
children, twelve grandchildren, and ten great- 
grandchildren. He was a staple at First United 
Methodist Church where he also taught an 
adult Sunday school class. It is often stated 
that Jack Reed was ‘‘the best governor Mis-
sissippi never had.’’ His legacy is one of serv-
ice and dedication to leave Mississippi a better 
place than he found it. Without a doubt, he ac-
complished that goal. My thoughts and pray-
ers continue to be with Mr. Reed’s family and 
friends. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
roll call vote 50 on Tuesday, February 2, 
2016. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained and was not present for 
one roll call vote on Tuesday, February 2, 
2016. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in this manner: 

Roll Call Vote Number 50—Palazzo of Mis-
sissippi Amendment No. 7—no. 
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CONGRATULATING CAITLIN KEMP- 
SHUKWIT ON RECEIVING THE 
CITIZEN SCHOLAR AWARD FROM 
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Caitlin Kemp-Shukwit, 
an outstanding student at Missouri State Uni-
versity, on her selection to receive the Citizen 
Scholar Award. 

Each year, this prestigious award is given 
by Missouri State University’s Board of Gov-
ernors to students who have contributed to the 
university, furthered the university’s public af-
fairs mission, and have been significantly en-
gaged in extra-curricular accomplishments 
and/or in important service activities in the 
community. Since the award was created in 
2007, only forty-seven students have been 
recognized for their stellar achievements. 

Caitlin, from St. Louis, Missouri, is one of 
only six students to receive the Citizen Schol-
ar award this year. She is a senior majoring in 
both Dance Performance and Public Relations 
at Missouri State University. She hopes to 
travel the world and explore different cultures 
after graduation, which is emblematic of her 
drive for cultural enrichment and appreciation. 
Her professors praise her exemplary leader-
ship skills, which she uses to benefit both the 
college and local communities. 

Mr. Speaker, Caitlin Kemp-Shukwit’s accom-
plishments have set a great example of what 
a Citizen Scholar should be, this award rep-
resents a great deal of her hard work and 
dedication. I am proud to represent students 
like her and I urge my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating her on this well-deserved 
achievement. 

COMMEMORATING JULIE BAKER 
DOBSKI, RECIPIENT OF ILLINOIS 
STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDERS 
DAY HONORARY DEGREE 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor Julie Baker Dobski, the 2016 Honorary 
Degree Recipient of Illinois State University 
Founders Day. 

Julie Baker Dobski, a citizen of Bloom-
ington-Normal since 1988, is a successful 
business person and philanthropist who 
serves her fellow citizens in more ways than 
one. In 1982, she and her husband, Bob, 
opened their first McDonald’s in Farmington, 
Missouri and has since expanded their fran-
chise to serve Big Macs and Happy Meals in 
Bloomington, Normal, McLean and Gibson 
City. However, she soon realized that local 
boys and girls were hungry for something 
greater such as knowledge. In 2004, Julie ful-
filled those needs by opening her first of three 
Little Jewels Learning Centers. These centers 
provide family-oriented child care with a vari-
ety of programs and activities that engage the 
children and prepare them for school in a 
safe, loving, and nurturing environment. 

Julie continued her service and devotion in 
the community by serving on various execu-
tive boards such as the McLean County 
Chamber of Commerce, American Red Cross, 
United Way as well as many others. She cur-
rently serves on the Baby Fold, BN Advantage 
Leadership Council, and the Illinois State Uni-
versity College of Business Advisory Board. 

In addition, her great leadership does not go 
unrecognized as she was awarded with the 
McDonald’s People Award and the McDon-
ald’s Ronald Award twice. Under her tenure as 
president of the Bloomington-Normal Sunrise 
Rotary, her club was donned the Club of the 
Year. Because of her values of leadership, 
hard work, and passion to help others, those 
around her also achieve success. In short, 
where ever she goes, success ultimately fol-
lows. 

Again, I want to congratulate Julie Baker 
Dobski and her continued service to the 18th 
District. 
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CONGRATULATING WEST VALLEY 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE WE THE 
PEOPLE: THE CITIZEN AND THE 
CONSTITUTION PROGRAM 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to congratulate a group of outstanding stu-
dents from West Valley High School in Fair-
banks, Alaska who participated in the We the 
People: The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram. 

The We the People: The Citizen and the 
Constitution program, administered by the 
Center for Civic Education, complements reg-
ular school curricula by providing upper ele-
mentary, middle, and high school students 
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